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passivity on our part? If it does, it would mean surrendering our-
selves to untruth. The need for Satyjgraka arises when untruth
becomes aggressive; and to remain passive is to allow ourselves
to be conquered by it. But then, how are we to assert ourselves?
Only as participating in Truth. Our duty is not to oppose our-
selves, as finite, to untruth, but to know Truth and, so far as we
know it, to assert it. To assert it is to assert our true Self. In spite
of our being identical with Truth in essence, we, as finite, are not
identical with it, and therefore we have no right to aim at the
destruction of our opponents.
Mahatma Gandhi further tells us that Truth is not only God,
but is also Love. For this reason, Satyagraha is the force of love
and not of hatred. God loves and does not hate; but we both love
and hate. Hatred leads us away from truth. Hence we should not
hate our opponents and destroy them by violence. Because God
is Love, the fact that God destroys must mean, according to
Mahatma Gandhi, that He destroys in Love, and not in hate.
Mahatma Gandhi tells us that destruction or violence is the
prerogative of God. But this destruction is not annihilation. No
Hindu believes in the annihilation of even the finite self. Even in
the extreme forms of monism like the Advaita, according to
which the jiva becomes merged in the Infinite and becomes one
with it in the state of liberation, the finite self, so long as it is
finite, is never annihilated, but continues to take one birth after
another according to its merit and demerit. Hence what we call
destruction, punishment, etc., meted out to the jiva by God,
when the former takes a particular line of action, is only thwarting
and checking him in the hope that the jiva thus thwarted may
reflect and realize his mistake. But still God allows the jiva the
freedom between good and evil. Hence the conflict, and the need
of Satydgraha. For the jiva sometimes chooses evil, which means
the assertion of his own particular self against Truth or the
Universal Self. This assertion violates the universal order of
things established by God. Conflict is consequently inevitable.
And in this conflict we are not to assert our finite self, which again
is false and will introduce a new conflict in place of, if not in
addition to, the old one, but must hold on to truth and assert
our true self, which is God Himself.
But does God exist? Mahatma Gandhi tells us that he has "no
argument to convince through reason. Faith transcends reason."1
1 Mahatma Gandhi's Ideas, p. 45.
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